
 

Southern Iowa Rural Water Association Annual Meeting 
 

Approximately 350 members attended the annual meeting of the membership of Southern Iowa Rural Water Association on 
March 27, 2006.  The meal was provided by supporters of SIRWA and served by the Southern Iowa Rural Water Association 
staff.  Over sixty door prizes were donated by friends of rural water. 

Southern Iowa Rural Water Association 
2006 Spring Newsletter  

New Board Member Elected 
 
Lee Little of Bedford was elected to the SIRWA Board 
of Directors representing Taylor county.  He will re-
place retiring member Delbert Rogers.  Lee is a past 
member of the Taylor County Board of Supervisors. 
 
 

 

Jim Smith was re-elected as the Board representative for 
Adair, Cass and Madison counties.   

Front: Ethel Campbell, Anne Welker, Eldon Binnining. 
Back: Jim Smith, Lee Little, Kevin Wynn, Jack Keuter 

Dan McIntosh gave the yearly report on the progress within the system.  SIRWA com-
pleted 2005 with 10,062 water service connections, a slight increase from the past year.  
SIRWA installed 203 new customers to their existing water system in 2005 through the 
Added User Program.  Randy Cook of Draper, Snodgrass and Mikkelsen & Co. present-
ed a report concerning SIRWA’s financial position and the results of the annual audit 
and review.  Mr. Cook stated that SIRWA operated in the black for 2005.  He also re-
ported that an unqualified audit was issued for the rural water district, the best type of 
audit that is possible.  Copies of the audit are available at SIRWA’s office. 
Helmut “Ham” Mueller and Delbert Rogers were honored as the 2005 “Friends of Rural 
Water”.  This award is given to an individual or individuals that have truly helped SIR-
WA prosper and become a a better organization.  Ham sat on the SIRWA Board of Di-
rectors for 6 years representing Clarke county.  He lives on a farm east of Osceola and 
has always been a great supporter of rural water. Delbert  also sat on the SIRWA Board   
 

of Directors representing Taylor County for 6 years. He is a past County Supervisor and has sat on many local boards, helping to 
further the progress of soil conservation & rural water. Thank you both for all your past and future support. 

Gentlemen! Start your engines! The Northwest Adair Project Takes Off! 
Eatherly Constructors of Garden City, Kansas, has 
been awarded the contract to install the distribution 
system and Caldwell Tanks of Louisville, Kentucky 
will be building the water tower.   
The project will encompass 200 miles of water line 
ranging from 12” through 2” in pipe size and will be 
supplying water to over 300 services.  If the paper-
work goes well, construction should be underway by 
the time you are reading this article.  
This project will take approximately 12 to 16 months 
from start to completion, but we hope to have at least 
a few customers on line by the end of 2006. 



Macksburg Sewer Project:      SIRWA is designing a wastewater system much like the 
     City of Thayer.  We are in the process of informing the 
citizens of our intentions so they can vote in a franchise election in June or July.  If the election passes, 
we will go to bid in the spring of 2007 with completion by the end of 2007, weather permitting. 

Thayer Sewer Update:          SIRWA is in the process of designing a waste
         water system in which each service will have a 
grinder pump that pumps the waste water to a lagoon treatment facility located north-
east of the city.  We’re hoping to get this project to a bid this summer with construc-
tion starting in the fall and completion in early 2007. 

Bridgewater Update:     SIRWA is currently in negotiations with the City of Bridgewater
          to assume their wastewater system through a franchise election.  
We have owned and operated the water system since 1995 and have been operating the wastewater 
system for the last few years.  SIRWA will hold at least two public informational meetings, and if the 
City Council decides to move forward, the franchise election would be held in  June or July.  

Prescott Franchise Election:         The residents voted to turn over their water and 
        waste water systems to SIRWA in an April 4th 
franchise election.  SIRWA will be assuming their system as of April 28th.  Many upgrades are 
planned to happen yet this year.  We welcome the citizens of Prescott to the SIRWA system. 

SIRWA’s Employee of the 
Year Award: 
 

Trent Holiday has been an employ-
ee of  SIRWA for six years as an 
Area Supervisor. He is responsible 
for maintaining services in 
Ringgold, Decatur, and Union 
counties. He has a Grade II Water 
Treatment and Distribution license 
along with a Grade I Wastewater 
Treatment License. Trent always 
has a smile on his face and usually 
some story to tell.  You never 
know what Trent will come up 
with next! 

IRWA’s Operator of the 
Year Award: 
 

Wade Starlin was honored at the 
2006 Iowa Rural Water Associa-
tion Annual Meeting as the Oper-
ator of the Year. This encom-
passes the entire state of Iowa. 
Wade has been with SIRWA for 
seven years. Starting as an Area 
Supervisor, he has worked his 
way in to his current role as Oper-
ations Manager. Wade is always 
there to lend a helping hand as 
well as having a trick up his 
sleeve.  

  And the award goes to……………………………. 

In next months insert we will publish the 2005 Water Quality Reports for each water system area. 


